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acquiring a language so highly developed as English is,
as has been hinted, that the question whether you can
use a certain word or not in a particular case is not to be
answered merely by knowing its meaning. Words have
special affinities or hostilities to other words and to vary-
ing moods and styles. The foreigner who has acquired
English by learning meanings and then building up
sentences from words expressing his meanings is always,
betraying himself by the strangeness, to the English ear,
of his word-combinations. Where the native Englishman
would automatically employ a certain word, this foreigner
will use another.
An  example  or   two will   illustrate   this   point.    An
Indian student of college standing has been found com-
mitting the following mistakes :—
the student's  unidio         idiomatic english
matic  sentences
 (a)	I have done a sin.	I have committed a sin.
 (b)	He was welcomed with    He   was   greeted   with   a
a. hard blow.	hard blow.
(c)	I was confused what to    I was perplexed what to do-
do next.	next.
(d)	I jumped over the wall    I  jumped  over  the   com-
of the compound.	pound wall.
(e)	I lighted a candle wax.    I lit a candle.
(/) I went to a sound sleep.      I fell into a sound sleep.
(Clearly an expansion in the student's mind of the
idiomatically correct * I went to sleep '.)
There is nothing grammatically wrong in these
sentences, and in each case the words taken separately
express the meaning required—but the Englishman does-
not use them in these combinations. The correct com-
binations havo, therefore, to be learnt as combinations.
It would, of course, be unreasonable to expect the
ordinary Indian school teacher of English to be free
from such errors himself, though, as will be pointed out
in the chapter on the preparation of the teacher of
English, much more might be done than is done at
present to improve his ordinary English speech habits.
But he knows a great deal more ordinary English than
his pupil, and he can generally trust himself with a large:
number of word contexts in the circle of very common'

